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Dr. Mac tells of some 
of the niftiest gadgets 
to cross his desk this 
year. 
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Lennar 
Homes 
upgrades 
its home 
in city 
By Katherine Feser 

Houston's biggest home 
builder is getting a new 
home ofits own. 

Lennar Homes of Texas 
Land and Construction 
will relocate to a new two­
story building across from 
its offices in the Greens 
Crossing Office Park in the 
Greens point area. 

"The Houston office of 
Lennar has experienced 
tremendous growth, and 
this new office is a direct 
reflection of that," John 
Hammond, president of 
Friendswood Develop­
ment Co., said in an an­
nouncement. "With the 
new building, we will be 
able to upgrade our space 
with minimal disruption, 
providing our associates 
and our customers with an 
inviting office environment 
to work and visit." 

KDC, a real estate devel­
opment and investment 
firm based in Dallas, and 
Sarofim Realty Advisors 
have started construction 
of a 68,950-square-foot 
building at 681 Greens 
Parkway. It is set to be fin­
ished in October 2015. 

The building will house 
225 workers from Lennar 
Corp. affiliates Lennar, 
Village Builders, Friends­
wood Development Co., 
Universal American Mort­
gage Co. and North Ameri­
can Title Co. 

The building will in­
clude a 5,ooo-square-foot 
design center to showcase 
the builder's latest prod­
ucts for kitchens, baths 
and other rooms. A two­
story lobby in the middle of 
building will be surround­
ed by suites for various di­
visions of Lennar and the 
design center. 

"They've got basically 
six separate groups that 
are . going to be in this 
building," said William 

Lennar continues on BB 

REAL ESTATE 

Master-planned community with 2,000 residences in the works for Katy 

Rise Communities photos 

The Cane Island residential development is hailed as the first major master-planned community in the Katy city limits. 

Developers look westward 
for housing construction 

Cane Island joins other new projects 
staking out space in Fort Bend County 

By Erin Mulvaney 

Developers, including the one 
behind a master-planner com­
munity in the works in Katy, 
continue to move westward, of­
fering up more homes on Hous­
ton's outskirts. 
· Last week, details were re­

vealed for Cane Island/ a 2,ooo­
home master-planned commu­
nity, in Kafy's citY ljrW.ts., 

The project will · be built on 
1,000 acres 4 miles west of the 
Grand Parkway off Interstate 
10 and lined with trees. The first 

homes are set to open in mid-
2015, around the same time that 
the Cane Island Parkway is ex­
pected to be finished. 

The community is named 
after the 1872 settlement that 
later became Katy, developer 
Rise Communities said. The 
homes will be priced from the 
$2oo,ooos to more than $1 mil-
lion. , 

pane Istand is in a prime loca­
tion, near major employers, new 
health care facilities and shop­
ping, according to Dan Naef, 
Rise Communities president. 

Cinco Ranch by Newland 
Communities is one of the larg­
est in the region and is in the 
Katy area. Newland Communi­
ties recently acquired more than 
3,600 acres about 6 miles north 
ofl-10 for a new project called 
Elyson. Homebuilding is sched­
uled to begin in the first half of 
2016, and the community could 
be built out 10 years later. 

Trendmaker also acquired 
6oo acres to build" homes west of,· • 

, tha~ project. . , . 
·t, Lance · EeCour, president' 

This develop)llent JOtns a and CEO of the Katy Economic 
,_number of others that are west 1 Development, council, Mid the 
of Houston in Fort Bend Coun- Cane Islan'(f project,.is the first 
ty and have been b~ilt or an- major master-planned conunu- _ 
nounced in recent years. Cone Island continues on.BB 
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Cane Island helping meet 
demand for new housing 
Cone Island from page B6 

nity in the Katy city limits. 
It's possible due to a 9-year­
long project to build Cane 
Island Parkway. Local 
economic development 
officials pushed the Texas 
Department of Transpor­
tation to approve the road 
project, he said. 

"It's a good place to be," 
LeCour said. 

Naef, who now lives 
in Nevada, said he plans 
to move into Cane Island 
when it's ready. 

"The Katy area is perfect 
for us. You can combine the 
small-town charm with a 
wonderful city," Naef said. 
"There are great economic 
drivers and a wonderful 
school district." 

He said the developers 
waited to build until the 
Cane Island Parkway was 
complete. He said before 
that road is finished, it 
would be impossible to get 
to the development. Based 
on demand in the area, he 
said he expects that the 
2,0oo homes will be built 
out in seven years. 

The Cane Island devel­
opment team will build 13 
model homes, including 
traditional family and lux-

Rise Communities 

Plans for Cane Island include many amenities, including an outdoor 
amphitheater, pools and a two-story fitness center. 

ury patio homes, in seven 
communities. Homebuild­
ers on the project include 
Coventry Homes, David 
Weekley Homes, Perry 
Homes, Ryland Homes, 
Shea Homes, Toll Brothers 
and Trendmaker Homes. 

The development's first 
phase is also set to include 
an amenity center with an 
outdoor amphitheater, a 
family pool with an adja­
cent splash pad, an adult 
pool and a two-story fit­
ness center with a health 

spa and yoga studio. The 
company has already 
found itself a mascot, of 
sorts. A golden retriever 
will take up residence at 
the amenity center and 
will "meet residents and 
guests, pose for pictures 
and even present his busi­
nesscard." 

Jeff Taebel, director of 
community and environ­
mental planning at the 
Houston-Galveston Area 
Council, said there is defi­
nitely a demand for hous-

ing in the Katy area. New 
roadways, particularly the 
Grand Parkway, are help­
ing shape development 
patterns. The school dis­
trict, stores and the charm 
of Old Town Katy will 
draw more housing. 

"We have experienced a 
lot of growth west and our 
forecast shows even more 
growth out west," Taebel 
said. 

erin.mulvaney@chron.com 
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